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Poised to GrowThe Knickerbocker
Club and the
Beginning of the
New York Game

EVOLUTION OF
BASEBALL

Evolution of Base Ball
•

Back in ancient times there was the Egyptian-Arabic fertility rite (involving
ball games); this crossed into Europe in the 9th century and was converted
into an Easter Christian rite some-time after 1000 A. D. The Christian rite
became secularized into the French game of la soule and similar ball
customs and slowly spread, dividing into local variations, one of which was
the 14th-century game of stoolball in England. As bases were added to the
one originally used in stool-ball, it became known as base ball as early as
1700, and under a variety of name, such as rounders and feeder, before
1800. Then a period of adolescence from 1800 to 1840 in both England
and America, when base-running games spread rapidly, again under
different names. At last the rules appeared in the French Jeux des Jeunes
Garcons of 1810, as “poisoned ball,” and then in English in The Boys’ Own
Book of 1829, as “Rounders”…the rules of this game were adopted in
America as base ball, and then, step by step, through Carver’s Book of
Sports of 1834, to culminate in the Rules of the Knickerbocker Base Ball
Club of 1845. Thus the game of base ball as played in America today is the
descendant, remotely, of the older English game of “Base-ball” and,
directly, of the English game of Rounders.
–Robert W. Henderson

Knickerbocker Predecessors

1843!

• Olympic
• Gotham/New York
• Eagle
• Magnolia
• Brooklyn
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Knickerbocker Contributions

Alexander Cartwright

THE GAME OF BASE BALL has long been a
favorite and popular recreation in this country,
but it is only within the last fifteen years that
any attempt has been made to systematize and
regulate the game, and to form Clubs with the
purpose of playing under written rules, at
stated periods during the season for out-door
sports…the Knickerbockers were the pioneering
organization.
N.Y. Evening Express, 1859

William Wheaton

Daniel (Doc) Adams

Knicks?

KNICKERBOCKER
PLAYING RULES
1845
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4th. The bases shall be
from “home” to
second base, forty-two
paces; from first to
third base, forty-two
paces, equidistant.

8th. The game to
consist of twenty-one
counts, or aces; but at
the conclusion an
equal number of
hands must be played.

9th. The ball must
be pitched, and
not thrown, for
the bat.

10th. A ball knocked
out of the field, or
outside the range of
the first or third
base, is foul.

•11th. Three balls being
struck at and missed
and the last one caught,
is a hand out; if not
caught is considered
fair, and the striker
bound to run.

12th. If a ball be
struck, or tipped, and
caught, either flying
or on the first bound,
it is a hand out.
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13th. A player running the
bases shall be out, if the ball is
in the hands of an adversary
on the base, or the runner is
touched with it before he
makes base; it being
understood, however, that in
no instance is a ball to be
thrown at him.

14TH. A player running
who shall prevent an
adversary from catching
or getting the ball before
making his base, is a hand
out.

15th. Three
hands out, all
out.

16th. Players
must take their
strike in regular
turn.

17th. All disputes and
differences relative to
the game, to be
decided by the
Umpire, from which
there is no appeal.

18th. No ace or
base can be
made on a foul
strike.
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19th. A runner
cannot be put out in
making one base,
when a baulk is
made by the pitcher.

Candidates for First Game-- 1845

20th. But one base
allowed when a ball
bounds out of the
field when struck.

First Game?

• Knickerbocker intrasquad game
under the new rules, on Oct. 6
• Brooklyn Club 22, New York Club 1,
at Brooklyn, on Oct. 10
• New York Club 23, Knickerbocker 1,
at the Elysian Fields, on June 18,
1846

First Box Score: Oct. 24, 1845
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Publicity!

William Cauldwell

• New York Sunday Mercury
• The Spirit of the Times
• New York Clipper

William Porter

Henry Chadwick

1854 Rule Changes

Gotham BBC 1855

Force outs and vacating bases;
With two outs, runners cannot score if
the striker is retired;
The ball shall weigh from 5 ½ to 6
ounces, and be from 2 ¾ to 3 ½ inches
in diameter.
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Elysian Fields
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